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I’m Official!

I was invited to write a letter to the editor of the Bellingham Herald announcing my candidacy for political office. Below is a copy of what I sent them.
Let the Education Games Begin!

This letter constitutes the first official announcement of my candidacy for Superintendent of Public Instruction.

Education was far from my mind when I graduated from Western Washington University in biology/environmental studies in 1983 and during my subsequent wildlife studies in Alaska. When I later hired on with the Seattle School District, I was truly lost in a wilderness. Seattle’s extraordinary corruption and political power impact education throughout Washington State, as our clueless “Education Governor” and invisible Superintendent of Public Instruction stumble through self-serving public relations and status quo politics.

Now a voice in the wilderness, I preach respect for teachers, accountability for administrators and legislators, information instead of public relations, fiscal responsibility, and some house-cleaning for my corrupt “teachers union,” the Washington Education Association. Most of all, I focus on children, many of whom are caught in a “hostage crisis” as adults vote down charter schools yet won’t rehabilitate the worst public schools.

The public MUST get involved! Ask questions, speak out, demand your money’s worth, network and rally on the Internet, and help me with my homework: What issues concern teachers and parents in Bellingham? Do you want massive reform, a little tinkering, or should I use your schools as an example of excellence?

Neither Republican nor Democrat , I’m in no one’s pockets and am not afraid to fight the status quo as WE champion education, the cornerstone of democracy!

David Blomstrom  GeoBear@geobop.com  www.geobop.com/Education/

5011 Brooklyn NE Apt. 3, Seattle, WA 98105 (206) 527-1690

Principals Gossip

It’s rumored that the district is planning on moving seven principals. They reportedly want to put Principal Euhania Butler at Leschi Elementary School, but Leschi teachers have threatened to leave the school of they do. It’s also rumored that SEA President Verleeta Wooten is protecting Euhania, who’s said to be a friend of hers.

I’ve also been told that Principal Cothron Macmilian (formerly Cothron Huey-Ray) went after a teacher named Emma Horton, which surprise some people because Horton apparently has some powerful connections. She’s said to be friends with Norm Rice and was honored by Zion Baptist Church.

I haven’t seen last week’s West Seattle Herald, but the one before that featured two Dan Barton articles, one pro and one con.

Gary Locke’s Education Career Finished

“The last major component of education reform -- and of Gov. Gary Locke’s education agenda -- fell into place during the waning hours of the 2000 Legislature.

“With Locke intervening to save a proposal described as ‘8 feet under,’ a bill that requires testing of new teachers and establishes a standards board to oversee the profession raced through the Legislature shortly before the session ended Thursday.

“The bill passed the House 88-10 and the Senate 36-11.”

The LAST component of education reform? You mean Locke isn’t going to get around to forming public school administrations or teachers unions???

Reference: “Teacher-testing plan makes the grade,” Robert Gavin, Seattle P-I, March 11, 2000

Washington 3rd in School Construction

“Washington ranks third on a list of the states that spent the most on school construction from 1990 to 1997.

“Washington, spending an average of $854 a student each year, placed behind Nevada ($934) and Florida ($877). The lowest-spending state was Connecticut, at $37 a student, according to the March 3 report by the General Accounting Office (GAO). Oregon spent $378 a student.”

But are we really spending that much on school construction, or is that just how much taxpayers are donating via education levies that may be misappropriated?

Reference: “State is 3rd in school construction,” Keith Ervin, Seattle Times, March 10, 2000

John Carlson versus Joni Balter

Well, Seattle Times columnist Joni “Unabomber in Drag” Balter declared war on John “Studio Conservative” Carlson in today’s edition. Dismissing Carlson as just another “celebrity politician.”

Joni demonstrated her world-class stupidity with this passage:

“When I think of leadership, I look for more energy than Locke provides on a daily basis, but the governor's compass points in the right direction. Education is the No. 1 issue, and Locke has consistently worked to improve public schools.”

Joni thinks our moderate governor will prevail because Washington voters are one third Republican, one third Democrat, and one third independent. She’s probably right, and that’s a scary thought given this passage: “Locke should have an opponent who can challenge his leadership style and meet him closer to the middle on issues. But the GOP forgot to groom and nurture moderate candidates.”

Joni wades into the swamps of hypocrisy when she writes, “At a time many voters are clamoring for political reform, both Carlson and Foreman have close ties to the biggest individual campaign-finance violator this state has seen in years, Tom Stewart.”

She then writes, “The challenge for both Foreman and Carlson is considerable. Nationwide, pollsters see a contagion of contentment.”

I don’t know if that’s true or not. Certainly, the economy is strong, but the increasingly richer rich breed resentment in people who have been left behind. Corruption in government is apparently growing, and a growing clamor for charter schools and vouchers don’t suggest contentment with public education.

I hope the voters will join me in saying, “Screw you, Joni!”

Reference: “Gift of governing involves more than the gift of gab,” Joni Balter, Seattle Times, March 12, 2000

Seattle’s Lost Soul

I really enjoyed the article “What’s happening to Seattle’s soul” (Sherry Stripling, Seattle Times, March 12, 2000). Of course, we all know Seattle doesn’t have  a soul; it was sold to a bunch of corporate whores years ago.

That point was rammed home by local comedian John Keister in the article, “What’s happened to my hometown?” http://archives.seattletimes.com/cgi-bin/texis/web/vortex/display?slug=keis&date=20000312

It’s kind of spooky. I certainly never realized what I was getting myself into when I first moved here, and I have to admit, I still haven’t completely grasped the big picture.
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